
Hello and welcome to our 
fortnightly newsletter 

 
 

PROTOCOLS REGARDING 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE AND  
PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Parents are required to ensure 
their child attends school every 
day they are well and to 
provide an explanation for their 
child's absence from school.  
 
Parents should inform the 
school of the reason for their 
childõs absence by 10:00am on 
that day, either by phoning, 
email, FlexiBuzz or text 
message.  
 
If an absence is unexplained 
Mikayla or Kim will call parents 
before lunchtime to determine 
the status of the absence.  
 
Where possible, parents should 
inform the school in advance of 
upcoming absences (eg: 
medical appointments, family 
holidays etc) so important 
learning is not missed. 
Thankyou for ensuring your 
child is at school, every day 
they are well! 
 
WEARING OF  SCHOOL 
UNIFORM 
Verney Road School  has  a 
school uniform which is 
comfortable and easy to 
maintain and is readily 
available to all families. Our 
school uniform provides a 
positive image for the child and 
the school.  

Brimmed hats are to 
be worn in 
accordance with the 
schoolõs SUNSMART 
policy.   
Summer Items: 
Choice of either dark burgundy 
or white polo top/ T-shirt with 
school logo. Senior Years 
student wear a navy polo 
Choice of navy blue or black 
plain shorts eg: cargo, stubbies, 
polycotton stretch knit or dress 
shorts. 
Winter Items; 
Choice of dark burgundy or 
white long sleeved polo top or 
skivvies with school logo. 
Choice of navy blue or black 
track pants or cotton trousers 
eg: MaxDax, cargo or dress 
pants. 
Choice of dark burgundy 
windcheater with school logo or 
hoodie without logo. 
 
Students are expected to wear 
the correct school uniform 
when representing the school, 
leaving the school on 
excursions, participating in 
inter-school sports or other 
special activities. 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEEETING 
Next School Council meeting is 
Tuesday, February 26th at 
7.00pm.  
 
Many thanks to the staff  and 
parents who have nominated for 
the vacant positions on School 
Council, your contribution and 
commitment to our school is 
appreciated. 

FAMILY BBQ -I would like to 
invite you to our welcome 
barbeque on Monday,  
February 18th. As the children 
come from such a wide area, 
it is an opportunity 
for us all to meet 
together. The staff 
at the school enjoy 
taking the time to 
meet with you on an 
informal basis. Teachers will 
be available to meet you in 
the classrooms between 5:00 
pm and 5:30 pm with the BBQ 
to follow  
 
SCHOOL SUPPORT GROUP 
MEETINGS.ð Family and 
teacher meetings will be held 
on March 7th & 8th. Meetings 
will occur from 3:30pmð 6:30 
pm on Thursday, March 7th 
and  from 8.30 am ð 4:00 pm 
on Friday, March 8th.  

Teachers will organise a time 
to meet with you and a 
reminder will be sent home to 
you closer to the day. 

Parents/ carers are 
encouraged to bring their MY  
& SY students along to 
participate in part of the 
family / school meeting. 

Activities will be organised for 
students  who do not attend 
the meetings. 

Please note that the Early 
Education Program will run 
on this day 

 

 
 
Jan Gill Kirkman 
(Principal)  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Monday, February 18théééééééééééééééééééé.Family BBQ and Information Night 5:00pm 

Tuesday, February 26théééééééééééééééééééé.School Council 7:00pm 

Thursday, March 7thééééééééééééééééééééé.SSG Meetingsï 3:30 pm-6:30pm 

Friday, March 8théééééééééééééééééééééé..SSG MeetingsðNo classes on this day 

Monday, March 11thééééééééééééééééééééé  Labour Day Holiday 

Tuesday, March 26thééééééééééééééééééééé.School Council AGM 
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DISCUSS THIS...  
 

GETTING BACK INTO THE FLOW OF SCHOOL ROUTINE 
As the summer holiday becomes a distant memory and the reality of school sets in, having a rou-
tine will make the transition so much easier. I hope that the excitement has not worn off just yet! 
For those of you who have a routine in place, congratulations and for the rest of us, there is no time 
like now! Here are 9 ways to get kick start the school year. 
 
Re-introduce a bedtime ï This is a big one! I try to start my younger children on an earlier bed-
time schedule 2 weeks before the first day of school. Iôve found this makes mornings more beara-
ble. There is nothing worse than the night before school starts trying to get them to bed at a reason-
able hour when they have been on holiday time. Sit the kids down and discuss the changes in the 
upcoming weeks. We adjust dinner and bath so we can meet that earlier bedtime Iôve decided to 
put in place. Week one, we focus on going to bed earlier. Week two, we go to bed at a specific 
time and we set alarms and get up at a specific time! Having adequate sleep is necessary for a suc-
cessful day of learning! Warning: First few days may come with moaning and grumbling! 
 
Power off electronics ï All summer the kids have likely spent many hours on phones and tablets! 
It is time to power down and allow your kiddos to focus in a classroom setting. Just as you prepare 
for an earlier bedtime, reduce time spent in front of those screens! 
 
Create a calendar ï Whether you prefer traditional paper or a more tech savvy option (linking 
multiple family members), having a calendar is a lifesaver. Calendars easily allow you to keep up 
with your familyôs busy schedule. Just for fun, stickers can brighten up those doctorôs appoint-
ments and after school activities. 
 
Organize together ï School books, uniforms, lunch box all need labelling, why not sit down to-
gether to get them organized? Double check the supply list, fill out all the paperwork you have to 
turn in on day one (or week one). As you go through the information, be sure to add important 
dates and times to your calendar ï like school meetings, pupil free days and the all-important sport 
carnivals. . Allowing the kids to help lets them know what is happening and makes them more pre-
pared! 
 
Have a pep talk ï Nothing wrong with a rev up and some encouragement to set some boundaries 
and expectations around what you want. This could include behaviour, remembering to bring home 
notes; making lunch, uniforméitôs up to you. 
 
Establish the night before rule ï This rule helps with the entire flow! Prepare lunches, put home-
work in backpacks ï leave them near the front door, lay out clothes & have lunch money in its des-
ignated place. The more you can do the night before the less chaos on the day. Especially if you 
sleep in! 
 
Emergency/Alternate details ï The best time to talk about an emergency is before they ever hap-
pen. This discussion may or may not involve your children. As adults, itôs important to inform the 
school of the most up to date alternative contact details. Discuss who to call, where the phone 
numbers are and so on. Having inclement weather and alternate transportation action plan can be 
so helpful for your family. For example, if itôs raining look for Aunt Linda in the pick-up 
line. Being a working parent with a sick child can be very difficult, having someone who 
may be closer to the school until you can get there will be a huge stress relief.  
Before you know it, things will be running as smooth as can be.  

Darren 

DARREN MILES  

SOCIAL WORKER 
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